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A NoTE oN NAMES

The egyptians omitted vowels from their hieroglyphic texts: like 
modern emailers and texters (txtrs), they saw no need to waste time, 
energy and space writing sounds – and sometimes even words – that 
would have been obvious to everyone. lol.

Unfortunately, ancient egyptian is now a long-dead language, and 
the missing sounds are far from obvious to modern readers. egyptolo-
gists therefore have to guess which vowel goes where. generally, we 
insert ‘e’ as the vowel of choice, but this may not be the vowel that the 
egyptians used, and we might not insert it in the correct place. As a 
result, all but the shortest egyptian words have several variant english 
spellings, all equally acceptable. Throughout this book i use the spell-
ing Tutankhamen, and i refer to Tutankhamen’s god as Amen. in so 
doing, i follow the precedent set by howard Carter. i have taken the 
liberty of extending this preferred spelling to all quotes within the 
text. others prefer the spelling Tutankhamun (and Amun) or Tut-
ankhamon (Amon); more exotic variants – Touatânkhamanou,  
Tut.ankh.Amen, Tutenchamun, etc. – will be found in the older lit-
erature. All refer to the same man.

The king that we know as Tutankhamen (living image of [the god] 
Amen) was born Tutankhaten (living image of [the god] Aten) but 
changed his name during the first few years of his reign. his consort, 

Tutankhamen's Curse.indd   13 15/12/2011   15:09



T U T A n K h A M e n ’ s  C U r s e

x i v

Ankhesenpaaten, became Ankhesenamen at the same time. others 
had already changed their names. The king that we today know as 
Akhenaten was originally Amenhotep iv; Akhenaten’s consort, nefer-
titi at the time of her marriage, expanded her name early in her hus-
band’s reign to become neferneferuaten nefertiti. To avoid unnecessary 
complications i will refer to these individuals as Tutankhamen, 
Akhenaten, nefertiti and Ankhesenamen throughout the text, unless 
it is inappropriate so do.

At his coronation Tutankhamen assumed a series of five names 
that served as a formal statement of intent or propaganda for his reign. 
his last two names, known today as the prenomen and the nomen, 
are the names that are given in cartouches (distinctive oval loops) on 
his monuments and inscriptions. his prenomen (nebkheperure) is 
the name by which his people knew him:

horus name: image of births
Two ladies name: Beautiful of laws who quells the Two lands/

who makes content all the gods
golden horus name: elevated of appearances for the god/his 

father re
prenomen: nebkheperure: lord of manifestations of [the god] 

re
nomen: Tutankhamen: living image of [the god] Amen
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A NoTE oN dATES

egypt’s dynastic age started with the unification of the country by the 
southern warrior narmer in approximately 3100 BC, and ended just 
over 3,000 years later with the suicide of Cleopatra vii in 30 BC. Fol-
lowing the scheme devised by the ptolemaic historian Manetho, 
egyptologists divide this dynastic age into ‘dynasties’: lines of kings 
who are in some way linked together. They may be, but are not always, 
blood relations. it is important to remember that these dynasties are 
artificial, modern divisions; the ancients did not divide up their 
history in this way.

The dynasties are grouped into times of strong, centralised rule 
(the old, Middle and new Kingdoms and the late period) separated 
by periods of decentralised or foreign control (the First, second and 
Third intermediate periods). Tutankhamen ruled during the late 18th 
Dynasty, the first dynasty of the new Kingdom (Dynasties 18–20, c. 
1550–1069 BC).

The egyptians dated events by reference to the current king’s 
reign: year 1, year 2, year 3, etc. When the old king died and a new 
king took his place, the dating system began again with a new year 1. 
Although this is by no means a perfect system, it is the most accurate 
means that we have of dating egypt’s past, and it is the system that 
will be used throughout this book.
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it is notoriously difficult to tie the egyptian regnal dates into our 
modern calendar. As there is no universally accepted chronology the 
following, based on the dates suggested by ian shaw in the Oxford 
History of Ancient Egypt (2000: 481), is used:

Kings of the 18th Dynasty (c. 1550–1295 BC)
Ahmose c.1550–1525 BC
Amenhotep i c.1525–1504 BC
Tuthmosis i c.1504–1492 BC
Tuthmosis ii c.1492–1479 BC
Tuthmosis iii c.1479–1425 BC
hatshepsut c.1473–1458 BC
Amenhotep ii c.1427–1400 BC
Tuthmosis iv c.1400–1390 BC
Amenhotep iii c.1390–1352 BC
Amenhotep iv/Akhenaten c.1352–1336 BC
smenkhkare c.1338–1336 BC
Tutankhamen c.1336–1327 BC
Ay c.1327–1323 BC
horemheb c.1323–1295 BC
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A NoTE oN ToMbS ANd 
ToMb NUMbERS

The Theban west bank is honeycombed with tombs of all ages, some 
royal and some private. starting in the 18th Dynasty, the new 
Kingdom pharaohs chose to be buried alongside some of their more 
important courtiers in rock-cut tombs cut into the remote valley of 
the Kings. During the 19th Dynasty the nearby valley of the Queens 
was developed as a cemetery for some of the more important royal 
wives and their children.

in AD 1827 John gardner Wilkinson surveyed the twenty-one 
known tombs in the valley of the Kings. each tomb was given a number, 
allocated as he came to it. Today it is possible, by following his number 
sequence, to see that he walked first from the valley entrance southwards, 
then turned towards the east. his system has continued into modern 
times, with the tombs now being numbered in the chronological order of 
their discovery, so that in 1922 Tutankhamen’s tomb was designated Kv 
(or King’s valley) 62. When, in 2005/6, the next ‘tomb’ was discovered by 
a team led by Dr otto schaden, it became Kv 63. Kv 64 is a suspected 
tomb, discovered by radar, while Kv 65 is a suspected tomb entrance.
The next tomb to be discovered will become Kv 66, and so on. Just 
twenty-five of the Kv tombs are royal tombs. The others were built for 
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